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other cases it resembles a staff cut from a bough or branch, of irregular shape, and in one instance it seems to be a budding staff.
The first, from its plainness, needs no comment. The second (Nos. 1, 2, and 3) is the pedum, the shepherd's crook, carried by Aristaeus in his character as No/ztor. I look on the third, of irregular shape (Nos. 5,9, and 14), as a branch cut from the olive-tree, the culture of which was the peculiar glory of Aristaeus in Sicily. Rhegium, we know, was always bound to Sicily by stronger interests than to Italy. This badge of honour seems to develop on coin No. 16 into a young tree with budding shoots. These shoots, though plain enough on the cast of the coin, are so attenuated that they may not, I fear, be easily discernible in the phototype.
I would here interpose a remark on the wreath which encloses the type, and which has always been described as of laurel. It should not, however, be overlooked that the leaves often show a tendency to bend and curve, which can hardly be looked for in connection with the stiff and leathery foliage of the laurel (see Nos. 13, 15, and 17). Now this irregularity mainly distinguishes the olive-wreath from that of the laurel; otherwise there is hardly a difference in shape. Should it not, then, be rather considered an olive-wreath ?
No coin seems to be known on which the figure is unprovided with the staff, the attribute of Aristaeus as a 6eo? vofjuos. On a few specimens he holds a cup in his right hand, the staff being then carried in his left. On coin No. 4 this is shaped like the ordinary kantharos which is so often met with as an attribute of Bionysos. On the other coin, No. 5, he holds the shallow bowl or patera which chiefly served the purpose of libation,